CANCER REFORM STRATEGY
As part of the update of the Cancer Reform Strategy the Department of Health is particularly interested in hearing the views of the cancer community on the following issues: 

	1. 
	Are there particular priority areas for action which need to be addressed if cancer outcomes are to be improved? 
	Early diagnosis, fast access to treatment, access to expensive drugs, small scale surgery, training and awareness of GP’s.

	2. 
	What opportunities are there for delivering efficiencies or saving money in cancer care? 
	Reduce and standardise follow up clinics in all relevant cancers. Have follow up in community clinics or by telephone. Encourage the patient to manage their own care in a more informed and better way. Use ongoing care booklets on discharge.
Look closely and monitor suspended staff costs.
Investigate administrative staffing levels.

	3. 
	How best can quality and outcomes in cancer care be measured? 
	Regular feedback from patients, survival rates – the quality of life.  CIU information. Clinical trial uptake and feedback. 

	4. 
	What further action is required to improve patients’ experience of treatment and care? 
	Reduce clinic waiting times, Re design & improve hospital transport for patients having treatments, reduce waiting times for medication upon ward discharge
Link ward discharge to community care to give seamless care also regular feedback from patients.

	5. 
	Are you aware of examples of good practice in cancer service delivery which could be replicated? 
	One stop clinics, Nurse Practitioners, listen and respect the patient. 

	6. 
	What developments in prevention, screening, diagnosis, treatment or after care can be expected which will impact upon the way in which cancer services need to be commissioned or delivered? 
	Discharge patients at the end of treatment to well informed ongoing care information with patient responsibility encouraged wherever possible.
Examine all ways of reducing ward stays and discharging into community care.
Prevention and screening must be marketed in a positive fashion. Give out the message that people are learning to live with cancer.
Training and awareness of GP’s

	7. 
	Looking at the plans set out in the White Paper and associated consultation documents (to be published shortly), what are the issues and opportunities for delivering cancer services and improved outcomes? 
	Giving patients more say, cares for patients through co-operation, not competition, to be led by medical professionals working in partnership with patients and the public, seeks value for money but puts the care of patients before financial targets, is fully committed to training future generations of medical professionals, NSSG’s should have all mortality rates for reference 
Develop national specialists in each main cancer site to advise and enthuse NSSG’s to improve and be innovative. Do this for research as well.
GP referrals ?????

	8. 
	As we develop work to improve cancer outcomes, how can we make sure that we continue to try and tackle inequalities in cancer care? 
	(David Prayle), sharing best practice, nationally agreed standards / guide lines, patient involvement




