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Notes of the meeting held on Tuesday 13th July 2010 at the Princess Royal Hospital, Telford at 7 p.m.
Present: Sian Hallewell – Chair, Alan Morrison, Charles & Anthea Whetton, Richard Davies, Margaret Harris, Marilyn Owen, Network Clinical Psychologist, Sadie Meehan, Ray Dowling, Ann Lake
Apologies:  Fiona & Steve Smith, Anne Woolland, Robin Jukes – Hughes, Alison Trumper, David Whiting, Robin Gough
1 Welcome, Introductions & Apologies

2 Previous notes of meeting
Agreed.
 




3 Matters arising

a) Head & Neck Surgery – A meeting has taken place with Mike Richards, (Cancer Tsar), Damian Murphy (Network Clinical Director), Chief Executive of Sath and other clinicians to propose a joint initiative between Sath and Wolverhampton.  Mike Richards agreed that he would look upon a detailed plan with a view to approving provided it met IOG compliance.
b) Bookmarks on cancer related fatigue – Sian has sort comments and will arrange for bookmarks to be printed.

c) Lympheodema Cards – it was agreed to print at £79 per 500. Some of these will go to nurses.  It was agreed to raise awareness to GP.s

d) Discharge information – Marilyn and Dorinda (Lead Cancer Nurse from North Staffs) is looking at a survivorship plan where a patient fills in a survey to ask what they would like and will report back to the group.
e) Cervical Screening – Sian sent a letter. There is a seven week turnaround instead of two.  It was confirmed that services should return to normal around September.

f) Additional Signatory on bank account – Richard agreed to be the third signatory.

4 Feedback

There was no feedback.

5 Treasurer’s report

There is no change.

6 Any other business

White Paper – Alan circulated some concerns regarding NHS White Paper proposals and their affect on early cancer diagnosis.  The GP consortia to be in shadow form by 2011-12.  GP consortia to take on full financial responsibility by 2013.  Concerns were expressed about how this might work in large rural areas.

To download or view the White Paper:

www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/LiberatingtheNHS/index.htm
It will be an agenda item at the next meeting
Cancer Reform Strategy – Mike Richards asked for comments on the Cancer Reform Strategy:
a) Are there particular priority areas for action which need to be addressed if cancer outcomes are to be improved?

b) What opportunities are there for delivering efficiencies or saving money in cancer care?

c) How best can quality and outcomes in cancer care be measures?

d) What further action is required to improve patients’ experience of treatment and care?

e) Are you aware of examples of good practice in cancer service delivery which could be replicated?

f) What developments in prevention, screening, diagnosis, treatment or after care can be expected which will impact upon the way in which cancer services need to be commissioned or delivered?

g) Looking at the plans set out in the White Paper and associated consultation documents (to be published shortly), what are the issues and opportunities for delivering cancer services and improved outcomes? 
h) As we develop work to improve cancer outcomes, how can we make sure that we continue to try and tackle inequalities in cancer care? 
To be discussed at next meeting.  To view the letter or make individual comments;
www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/Dearcolleagueletters/DH_117248

Gynae Network group news – concern expressed regarding loss of gynae services from Sath due to Professor Linds report.  Continues concern about loss of services to local people.  Concern about Sath losing services and not being seen as second class service.

Breakthrough Breast Cancer Service Pledge.  Trying to get all breast services to sign up to a pledge which sets certain standards of service delivery.

Action – Sian to write to Sath to ask whether breast cancer service will sign up to this pledge.
7 Date of next meeting

Tuesday 14th September 2010 at 2.00pm for 2.30pm start at The Hamar Centre, Shrewsbury. SY3 8XQ
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