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29th October 2010
Dear Mr Cairns,
I am writing on behalf of the Shropshire and Mid Wales Cancer Forum.  We are concerned at the loss of cancer services at SATH.  We know that specialised surgery for gynaecological cancers will now be taking place elsewhere and are aware that Prof Lind’s report recommends ceasing surgery on head and neck cancers.  We are assured by Rob Hatts that the survival rates for the head and neck patients are as good if not better than elsewhere.  We also understand that SATH is projecting to meet the target figure of 80 surgeries, which would make it IOG compliant.

We have written before supporting SATH in its aim’s to be a centre of excellence for cancer services and we would like to reiterate this support.  We would like to invite you to one of our meetings to share your vision for cancer services at SATH and particularly head and neck services.  The group meets on the second Tuesday of each month, currently at The Hamar Centre.  Hopefully you could attend the December meeting.  Unfortunately I can’t confirm the time just yet as for 6 months we have met at 2.30 to 4.30, but this month the group are trying 5.30 to 7.30.  I would go as far as saying we could hold the meting at whichever would be most convenient to yourself, if you could let me know before November 9th which time is most convenient.
I look forward to your reply.

Yours sincerely

Sian Hallewell

Cancer survivor and Chair

