Agenda Item No. 2

Working in partnership with Shrewsbury and Telford Hospital NHS Trust
 
[image: image1.png]Shropshire & Mid Wales
Cancer Forum




Notes of the meeting held on 8th July 2008 at 7pm at 

The Princess Royal Hospital, Telford
Present:

Ernie Heath – Acting Chair, Alan Morrison, Robin Juke-Hughes, Charles & Anthea Whetton, Alison Trumper, Claire Miller, Marilyn Owen, Margaret Harris, Jane O’Brien, Rachel Robinson and Fiona Daley.


 



Opening Remarks:
The meeting was Chaired by Ernie who opened by welcoming all those present.   Introductions by the forum were then carried out.   

1.        Apologies:

Apologies were received from; Annie Curran, Jenny Richardson, Sian Hallewell, Sara Bourne, Ruth Felton, Fiona Stevenson, Steve Smith, Julie Thomas, Ray Dowling, Eileen Lewis, Anne Woolland, Jean Goodall and Chris Neen. 





           

2.
Notes from the last meeting (10th June 2008) 
The notes of the meeting were approved as a true record. 
3.        Matters Arising

Garden project – Jane explained that someone she knew was able to supply two new garden umbrellas free of charge.  The date for the next sub-group meeting will follow soon.  
On-going communication project review

Rachel explained that her role should have seen her in Telford for 2 years.  However she has now been relocated to Cannock but will continue with the group until she has a replacement.  The communication project has seen themed meetings, forum minutes less formal and meetings being sited in the Telford area.  Rachel suggested the next step was to do promotion work with the local support groups to encourage better links all round (next steps summary, attached to minutes). 
The draft invite produced by Claire was circulated amongst members present.  First impressions were; a good size, very colourful and catchy.  Members said that the invite should be for the October 08 meeting detailing a themed speaker.  Rachel felt that the invites should be extended further a field in order to reach other cancer patient/carers that do not necessarily attend a support group.    Alison Claire, Marilyn and Rachel agreed to amend the draft invite and then email it via Fiona for distribution.   

With Peer Review (quality measures) changing for the future Alison explained how this could fit in nicely with getting more members into the forum.  The Trust will now be assessed annually on the quality of services.  User involvement will be required to make up the panel for this assessment process.  Alison agreed to do a presentation at the October meeting around quality measures and how patients/carers can assist with Peer Review.  
Following the speaker at the September meeting it was suggested to have a planning meeting in preparations for the October meeting.
4.        The Cancer Reform Strategy 
Alison gave an overview of the way the NHS intends to shape cancer services for the future.  The strategy details where the NHS need to go as a country over the next 10 years in order to improve diagnosis, treatment and survivorship.  It also highlights: 
· support for patients surviving cancer i.e. follow-ups, access to GP’s and primary care, psychological care, better communication with Social Services etc 

· improving the screening programmes we have 

· early diagnosis – better education for GP’s 

· clear recognition of under resources in radiotherapy departments

· access to high quality treatment at every stage of the patient’s cancer journey 

· speed up the way NICE deal with the implementation of new drugs   

This will be a real challenge for the NHS but there is a very serious intent that the strategy will be delivered putting the country in a high status in the world for health care.  (Presentation and ‘patients’ version’ of the strategy attached)
5.        Any other issues
· Alan summarised the paper on ‘NICE urgent referral guidelines on the two week rule’ Clinical Guide line 27 (www.nice.org.uk/nicemedia/pdf/cg027niceguidanceline.pdf). 
· Marilyn shared how a small group had met on Friday 4th July which included Val Howell from Macmillan, the Red-cross and other service users to discuss a ‘survivorship scheme’.  The group explored psychological approach and survivorship and what it was about (after active treatment and palliative care – post discharge) and trying to get an idea of the main psychological impact and how they are addressed (returning to work, finances - that long term support).  There will be another meeting in a month to identify what the Hamar Centre offer, what Marilyn can offer and what else there is out there on offer.  The group will be looking into having some sort of low key support in a surgery – drop-in that allows referrals to the Hamar Centre.
· The forums summer edition draft newsletter was circulated to allow members’ to comment.  Please email Sianehallewell@msn.com or Annetteclarke@lineone.net. 
· Fiona reminded members of the GMCN Conference on 26th September.  Places are extremely limited so book early to save disappointment.  
Action(s)
· Review draft invitations                
   


   Claire/Alison/Marilyn/Rachel

· Distribute draft invites to forum for comments




         Fiona

· Planning meeting at the October forum meeting



        Forum

· Comments needed on draft newsletter






   All

· Volunteers for Wolverhampton Marathon in support of Brain Tumour UK     
   All
On-going Action(s)

· Re-visit election of officers – September 2008



                 Forum

· Update on Brian Tumour UK issues to go on agenda late 2008

         Fiona

· Re- Circulate the list of existing support groups in Shropshire


        Alison

· Up-date forum on emergency admission for cancer patients



Jane

· Liaise with the GMCN about do work around educating GP’s


           Jane
· Distribute work on ‘things patients may not think to ask when first
diagnosed’








                   Fiona
· Start a members list that includes their skills




         Fiona     
6.
Date of next meeting:



        NO AUGUST MEETING

Tuesday 9th September 2008 6.30pm (pre-start) 7pm at The Hamar Centre, RSH


Tuesday 14th October 2008 at 6.30pm (pre-start) 7pm at The Hamar Centre, RSH

For Information Purposes

7.
Letter – Aftercare Services for people diagnosed with Brain Tumours

Eileen would like members to note that the fact that there are comparatively small numbers of people being treated for brain tumours, this should in no way influence the quality of service provided.  Feedback has been received from the Chair of the GMCN Partnership and Shropshire’s local MP has been in touch.  The forum is looking forward to Simon Connolly’ response, in anticipation.  
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