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Notes of the meeting held on 10th June 2008 at 7pm at 

The Princess Royal Hospital, Telford
Present:

Eileen Lewis – Co-Chair, Anne Woolland – Vice Chair, Alan Morrison, Sian Hallewell, Ray Dowling, Robin Juke-Hughes, Dick James, Jean Goodall, Charles & Anthea Whetton, Alison Trumper, Ruth Felton, Claire Miller, Ruth Williams and Fiona Daley.


 



Opening Remarks:
The meeting was Chaired by Sian who opened by welcoming all those present.   Introductions by the forum were then carried out.   

1.        Apologies:

Apologies were received from; Annie Curran, Marilyn Owens, Jenny Richardson, Margaret Harris, Hazel Pixley, Fiona Stevenson, Steve Smith, Ernie Heath, Rachel Robinson and Annette Clarke. 





           

2.
Notes from the last meeting (13th May 2008) 
The notes of the meeting were approved once Alison had clarified the GP 2 week wait process. 
3.        Matters Arising

           Election of Officers

Anne, Jean and Ruth all agreed to attend the Cancer LIT meetings in turn.  Meetings are the first Thursday of every month and are held at 11am – 1pm in the William Farr Building – RSH however the July meeting will more than likely be cancelled.  
Anne told the group how as vice chair she receives agenda and minutes from all the other locality groups within the GMCN.  Anne said that she was happy to continue receiving these and was prepared to feed any necessary information back to the forum.

Sian suggested putting this item back on the agenda for September’s meeting for review.  There were no volunteer’s present at the group able to attend the GMCN Partnership meeting on 3rd July 2008.  However should anyone find they are able to represent Shropshire & Mid-Wales CSUF at this meeting, please contact Fiona.  
On-going communication project review

This item was deferred until the next meeting.
Making links with the local support groups

Alison agreed to forward all contact details for the local support groups. Claire will create an invite to the September forum meeting and Fiona will distribute them to all the support groups including the CNS’s and their support groups.
4.        Newsletter
Suggestions to be included in the summer newsletter were; the garden project, key points from Marilyn’s clinical psychology workshop, dates and speakers of future meetings and the chemotherapy away day.  
5.        Brain Tumour U.K. representative
Claire began by circulating the Brain Tumour U.K. self help group leaflet and a Target magazine amongst members to view at their leisure.  The charity which has now been going for 10 years feel that there is a huge lack of awareness.  The main issue that tends to be raised at the Brain Tumour meetings is aftercare.  Carer’s and patients have highlighted their concerns having to deal with multiple agencies, which results in a lack of communication.  
Some years back, there was a link between hospital and the home (almar) and things did run much smoother.  Shropshire and Mid-Wales brain tumour patients are sent to Stoke, the Q.E. or Cardiff for there surgery.  After surgery, all carers should be entitled to a ‘carer’s assessment’ on discharge, but unfortunately this is not the norm as each county have there own set-up.  Members felt that there was a major void in the system especially as there was no individual consultant to refer the patient back to.  

In Wales there is the Community Health Council to take-up any issues raised but not all patient/carers are aware of this.  It was suggested to forward the concerns presented by Claire to the GMCN Partnership meeting in July.  Jean agreed to take the issue to the Macmillan Steering Group for Psychology Support and welcomed Claire along to the meeting on 4th July 2008.  Alison said that Royal Shrewsbury hospital was aware of the problem and the Service Delivery Manager would be having a meeting with the University Hospital of North Staffordshire - Stoke.  

Recommended was that Eileen and Claire draft a letter highlighting the gap in the discharge system.  This should then be sent to Damien Murphy – GMCN Medical Director, Simon Connolly – Chair of GMCN Board, Amanda Dell – GMCN Nurse Director and Tricia Lowe – GMCN Director copying in Alison Trumper and Chris Neen.  This matter is to be readdressed at a future meeting allowing time for a response.   
6.        Any other issues

· Chris Neen – Service Delivery Manager for Cancer Services has now taken over Tim Cooper’s role.  It was agreed by the group to invite Chris to a forum meeting once he has settled into the role.  Alison is now Matron for Haematology and Oncology at RSH.
· Eileen shared that Annette had made a request to the forum to finance the Macmillan Self Help and Support conference being held in Manchester 18 – 20 July.  The forum agreed to this and were please to offer funds for a further 3 places, should any members wish to attend.
· Chemotherapy Clinical Nurse Specialist is a newly created role.  Next month should hopefully see someone in post.  There will be a ‘chemotherapy away day’ for the unit next Wednesday 18th June.
· Brain Tumour U.K. are seeking for volunteers to marshal at the Wolverhampton marathon and runners to do the full, half or relay marathon in order to raise money.  This event will be on Sunday 7th September 2008 and for further information, please contact Claire Miller : 0845 219 8107 or email Claire.miller@braintumour.org.uk.
· Alison will be doing a talk on Radiotherapy at a forum meeting later in the year and will invite Ruth – Holistic Radiotherapist too.
· Future speakers -  July 08, Alison Trumper – Cancer Reform Strategy  

                              September 08, Lin Brown – Art Therapist 



         October 08, Marian Adams – Clinical Trials                                          

· Eileen had an email requesting a forum representative for the End of Life Palliative Care interviews on 9th July 2008.  Jean put herself forward.
· It was suggested and agreed that there will be no August 2008 forum meeting.
Action(s)
· Re-visit election of officers – September 2008



                 Forum
· Draft letter of concern on behalf of Brain Tumour UK


        Eileen/Claire
· Progress on Brian Tumour UK issues to go on agenda late 2008

         Fiona

· 3 places to book onto Macmillan Self Help & Support Conference                
   All

· Volunteers for Wolverhampton Marathon in support of Brain Tumour UK     
   All
On-going Action(s)

· Sought nominee for Chair / Co-Chair(s) of the forum
· Re- Circulate the list of existing support groups in Shropshire


        Alison

· Devise an action plan to address points raised around Rachel’s’ project            Rachel
· Up-date forum on emergency admission for cancer patients



Jane

· Liaise with the GMCN about do work around educating GP’s


           Jane
· Distribute work on ‘things patients may not think to ask when first
diagnosed’








                   Fiona
· Start a members list that includes their skills




         Fiona     
8.
Date of next meeting:
Tuesday 8th July 2008 6.30pm (pre-start) 7pm at The Princess Royal Hospital, Telford




        NO AUGUST MEETING

Tuesday 12th September 2008 6.30pm (pre-start) 7pm at The Hamar Centre, RSH



� Fiona Daley


  GMCN Facilitator


  New Cross Hosputal


  The Chestnuts		E.mail:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:Fiona.Daley@rwh-tr.nhs.uk" ��Fiona.Daley@rwh-tr.nhs.uk�


  Wolverhampton		Office:	01902 694423


  WV10 0QP		Mobile:	07770 585433





