Agenda Item No. 2

Working in partnership with Shrewsbury and Telford Hospital NHS Trust
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Notes of the meeting including the AGM held on 8th April 2008 at 7pm at 

The Hamar Help & Support Centre, Royal Shrewsbury Hospital NHS Trust

Present:

Annie Curran & Eileen Lewis – Co-Chairs, Anne Woolland – Vice Chair, Alan Morrison, Sian Hallewell, Martin Heath, Margaret   Harris, Joe Griffiths, Anthea & Charles Whetton, Alison Trumper, Ruth Felton, Marilyn Owens, Jean Goodall, Claire Miller and Fiona Daley.

 



Opening Remarks:
The meeting was Chaired by Eileen – Co-Chair who opened by welcoming all those present.  Introductions by the forum were then carried out. 

1.        Apologies:

Apologies were received from; Jenny Richardson, Douglas Mee, Fiona Stevenson, Steve Smith, Jane O’Brien, Ray Dowling, Robin Jukes-Hughes, Rachel Robinson, Sara Bourne, Jackie Hyne and Tim Cooper.  





           

2.
Notes from the last AGM (10th May 2007) 
The notes of the meeting were approved as an accurate record. 
3.        Matters Arising:
Election of Officers
Eileen brought to light that since the last AGM; the forum has not had an official Treasurer and sought nominees.  It was explained that the Treasurer would manage the forums’ funds that have been raised and donated separately from that of the GMCN Partnership fund.
Discussion on Involvement with the GMCN Partnership
Last year the discussion on the involvement with the GMCN Partnership still had some concerns.  Eileen felt that the Partnership demands a considerable amount of travel at the expense of individuals’ needs.  Although time is allocated for each locality to feed back, it still feels that the agenda is more management down rather than locality up.

Annie suggested that the new Chair or Co-Chairs should attend some of the Partnership meetings, then feedback on their view(s).  Alison recognised the huge commitment given by patients / carers but reminded members that they bring the voice from the Shropshire cancer patients direct through to the NHS.  As the GMCN is currently in the process of appointing a Nurse Director, this may be a good opportunity to send an invite in which all these questions and doubts raised could be addressed. 
Anne explained her reluctance to walk away from the Partnership especially due to the informative links it has to the NHS.  It was suggested to leave things has they were for now and revisit this matter at a later date once the GMCN Nurse Director was in post.  Eileen thanked members for their contributions on this subject. 
 

4.        Chairs Report

Annie read the report aloud which highlighted the forums achievements during Annie and Eileen’s time as Co-Chairs (copy attached).
Eileen went on to explain to members that due to personal issues, both Co-Chairs will be standing down.  Alan, Anne and other members expressed an overwhelming vote of thanks to Annie and Eileen for all their efforts and encouragement during their time in office.  Eileen thanked the Hamar Centre for their continuous backup and support given.
It was agreed to have an election of officers at the next meeting to try and identify a Chair or Co-Chairs and Treasurer.  Fiona agreed to send out nomination slips prior to the agenda and minutes of the next meeting for those members who wish to make a nomination but are unable to attend the May meeting. 
5.        Financial Report

The forums separate fund report, stood as it did last year with the occurrence of interest.  The GMCN Partnership financial report states there is approximately £2,700.00 remaining.  Eileen requested an individual breakdown has to what the Shropshire & Mid-Wales CSUF have claimed as a group.
Alison shared with the forum that both Telford and Shrewsbury PCT have committed £2k each to the forum.  Eileen explained that once a Treasurer has been appointed, these funds can be banked in the groups separate account. 

6.       Any other business

· Martin explained that the Voluntary Service Assembly is for the Shropshire area only to encompass all interested voluntary parties – a voice within the government locally that is government funded.  Martin queried whether the forum would be interested in joining.  Alison queried how the Assembly would link into the Hospital Trust Board.  In response Martin said that there are mechanisms in place to ensure the link.  Eileen suggested a written insight into the Assembly for members to view before the next meeting in order to make a consultative decision.
7.        Notes of the last meeting – 18th March 2008


The notes of the last meeting were approved as a true record.
8.
Matters Arising

· Feedback – The Emotional Aspects of Cancer
Marilyn tried to capture the different group work (diagnosis, active treatment and survivorship) carried out over the first part to the evening.  The second part of the evening tried to highlight what helped the patients to get through this.  The final stage of the discussions looked at what people actually wanted from the health professionals and the services offered in order to help them get through this (feedback attached).
It was suggested then agreed that these findings be presented at the LIT and also to Tricia Lowe – Network Director in response to her report on Psychological Support that was presented at the GMCN Board in 2007.  A decisive decision was made for the feedback to be presented has it was, just outlining that the information was pulled together during an evening forum meeting and how many members actually attended.  Sian suggested making the information quite visual should it feature in the forum newsletter in July. 

· The Garden project sub-group will meet at 1.30pm on Friday 11th April at the Radiotherapy Department.
· Forthcoming Speakers confirmed as;
May 08 – Tim Cooper & Amanda Dell - Screening and Commissioning
June 08 – Alison Trumper - The Cancer Reform Strategy

July 08 –   Lin Brown – Art Therapist
September 08 – Marian Adams – Clinical Cancer Trials
· The LIT meeting - Anne updated members on the new proposed 24hour national helpline for women with a genetic predisposition to breast cancer who decide to have a preventative mastectomy.  The Shrewsbury and Telford Wrekin PCT are one of the first in the country to support this initiative.  The rates for cervical smear testing within the ages of 24 – 35 appear to be dropping.  Anne queried how as a group the forum could assist to increase the up-take.

9.
The Newsletter

On behalf of Annette, Jean queried if there were any members able to assist with the layout of the Newsletter.  Both Alan and Sian offered support.  Eileen asked members to think about articles for the second edition scheduled for July 2008.
10.
Any other issues

· Alison agreed to do a simplified synopsis of the new Cancer Reform Strategy.
· Tim is currently doing a temporary role - Surgery Management.
· It was highlighted that the Hamar Centre website only identified ways of fighting cancer and possibly needed testimonies from those patients who had opted not to have treatment.  The wording also required further investigation.  Eileen and Annie agreed to liaise with Wendy. 
Action(s)
· Election of officers – send out nominee forms



                    Fiona        
· Invite GMCN Nurse Director to forum meeting



  Fiona/Co-chairs
· Written insight to the Voluntary Service Assembly



        Martin
· Present psychological workshop feedback to the LIT and Tricia Lowe               Marilyn

· Article(s) for the second edition of the newsletter



        Forum
On-going Action(s)

· Up-date forum on emergency admission for cancer patients



Jane

· Liaise with the GMCN about do work around educating GP’s


           Jane

· Facilitate suggested speakers                                

          Fiona & Co-chairs
· Devise an action plan to address points raised around Rachel’s’ project            Rachel
· Re-distribute work on ‘things patients may not think to ask when first
      diagnosed’ 









        Alison
· Sharing of patient experience, via Rachel
         


          
         Users
· Circulate the list of existing support groups in Shropshire                                      Fiona
· Start a members list that includes their skills




         Fiona 
· Bright idea’s for the garden project needed




            ALL 
11.
Date of next meeting:

Tuesday 13th May 2008, 6.30pm (pre-start) 7pm at The Princess Royal, Telford


Tuesday 10th June 2008, 6.30pm (pre-start) 7pm at The Princess Royal, Telford


� Fiona Daley


  GMCN Facilitator


  New Cross Hosputal


  The Chestnuts		E.mail:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:Fiona.Daley@rwh-tr.nhs.uk" ��Fiona.Daley@rwh-tr.nhs.uk�


  Wolverhampton		Office:	01902 694423


  WV10 0QP		Mobile:	07770 585433





