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Minutes of the meeting held on 12TH June 2007 at 7pm at 
The Hamar Help & Support Centre, Royal Shrewsbury Hospital NHS Trust

Present:    

Annie Curran  (Co-Chair)

Eileen Lewis (Co-Chair)

Ann Woolland (Vice Chair)

Maggie Hulme

        

Annette Clarke


Helen Swindlehurst


        

Alan Morrison


Marilyn Owens

       

Tony Bradfield


Joe Griffiths


        

Sian Halliwell 


Ruth Felton


       

Ernie Heath



Fiona Stevenson



Steve Smith



            






In Attendance:
Fiona Daley
(GMCN User Facilitator)
Opening remarks

Eileen Lewis Chaired the meeting and began by welcoming everyone to the forum.  A special welcome was made to new comers, Fiona Stevenson and Steve Smith as well as Fiona Daley who is now the GMCN Facilitator for the North of the network.  Introductions by all present were then carried out.

Eileen explained that at the AGM - 8th May, she, Anne Woolland and Annie Curran had been appointed Co-Chairs for Shropshire & Mid Wales CSUF.  Following a pre-meeting, Anne decided she would prefer to be the vice chair.  This was put to the group with full consensus.

A formal thank you and presentation was given to Cherryl Rowlands for all her work, time and contribution to the forum.  Eileen informed Cherryl that although her secretarial support had come to an end, her presence at future forum meetings was most welcome.   
1.
Apologies
There were apologies received from; Alison Trumper, Pat Reade, Jean Goodall, Lorraine Warrender, Robin Jukes-Hughes, Tim Cooper and Wendy Thompson. 

2.        Welcome Fiona Daley – new Forum Facilitator
Fiona was appointed the new facilitator for the north back in April 2007.  Within her role, Fiona will support the group, book the venues for the meetings, organise refreshment when required, deal with expenses, inform the group of forth coming events/courses and assist with the recruitment of professionals, users and carers.

3.
Matters arising from the April meeting and the AGM

The Forum agreed that it would be beneficial if Colin Bates attended a future meeting to discuss cancer patient diaries.  

Helen – MMN Palliative Care Services Improvement Co-ordinator shared with the group her interest to also develop a diary.  Due to the cross over in the network, things were not taking off as quickly as she would have liked.  Eileen suggested enlisting the assistance of Rachel Robinson – Public Health Trainee and Alison Trumper.  It was also suggested that if anyone could get hold of a patient diary within the network for viewing, to bring it to the next meeting.

4.
Format of meeting – for discussion 

Discussed how the agenda and the meeting should be formatted.  Over the past 6 months, the meeting had been split into 2 parts.  The first part of the meeting brought together users, carers and professionals; where as the second part of the meeting was with the exclusion of the professionals.  

Noted that attendance to the meetings had fallen in recent months However, there was no clarity has to whether this was due to the experimental format.  It had been agreed in January that this would be reviewed to see whether it was of benefit to the Forum.  Eileen sought members’ views as to how they felt the meeting should continue.  Both Alan and Cherryl felt that the professionals could play a significant part if they were to stay throughout the meeting especially in projects such as process mapping.  Never-the-less, Anne felt that members tended to open-up more when the professionals had left.  Following a further intense discussion, it was decided that this subject required further conversation at possibly the next meeting when the Terms of Reference will be reviewed.

Eileen explained how she believed the NHS changes had generated a lot of upheaval.  In particular, this forum had the decision of whether to stay as part of the Greater Midland Cancer Network; the appointing of 2 co-chairs and a new vice chair as well as the recent appointment of Fiona.  Time was needed to get to know each other; the forum needed to consider the advantages and disadvantages of the format of future meetings based upon feedback from all members.    

5.
Priorities list up-date (list drawn up in November)

This item was deferred until the next meeting.  However members were asked to review the priority list that was drawn up in November 2006 (should be in January 2007 minutes) and also think about any individual priorities the group should be involved with.

Suggestions included:-

· continue with the process mapping

·  having speakers at most meetings to attract new members

·  review the leaflet

·  agree Terms of Reference

·  expand the forum’s website

·  link into support groups again

·  look into recruiting new users, carers and professionals.

6.
Visit to radiotherapy

With the group being actively involved in certain aspects of the newly up-dated radiotherapy unit, Anne was pleased to report that after speaking to Margaret Van Daesdonk, a tour could be arranged.  All members present expressed a wish to visit the unit so it was agreed to arrange this before the start of the next meeting – 10th July 2007.    

NB.Members are asked to meet at 6.15pm at the Hamar Centre where they will then be split into 2 groups for the tour. 

Eileen informed the group that various artists will able to exhibit there work in the unit with a view to a sale should anyone wish to purchase a particular drawing or painting. Anne Woolland is liaising with Radiotherapy for this project.
7.        Mini Event/Conference – programme

This item was deferred for a future meeting.  It was decided that once the forum had established how best to take things forward as a group then this item could be look at again.

8.        Any other business

National Conference for Self Help Groups  

The above conference is scheduled to take place in Manchester between 28th June and the 1st July 2007.  The agenda includes speakers, workshops etc.  This is said to be a very powerful experience should anyone wish to attend.  For more information, contact Fiona on the contact details on the last page of these minutes.


Cancer Nurse Specialist (CNS) for Prostate & Laryngectomee Cancer

Ernie highlighted his concerns with there being no CNS for prostate cancer.  Alan also expressed the same problem but for Laryngectomee.   As yet there did not appear to be any news on when these vacancies would be filled.  Both gave an outline for these roles and their importance to support groups and patients.  The role of CNS is also a link for support groups into the hospital in order for them to provide support or a buddy system to those patients in need.  It is the CNS who is able to identify at what stage each support group could make contact.

It was said that Alison Trumper as the Lead CNS would be able to shed more light on this issue.

Action(s)

· Liaise with Colin Bates re; patient diary



     

Fiona
· Any patient diaries throughout the network that can be                

      made available for next meeting                 


        

   ALL
· Group assistance in process mapping                                

 Tim Cooper
· Suggested speakers; liaise with H. Swindlehurst – Palliative Care


and M. Owens – Clinical Psychology      



     

Fiona     

· List of updated local support groups

 

 
          Alison
   

· Liaise with Amanda/ Alison re; CNS for prostate 

      and laryngectomee 




                       

Helen
· Compliment slip with all Fiona’s contact details


 

Fiona
9.
Date and Time of next meeting


On: 
   Tuesday 10th July, 2007 
         At:  
   7pm
         Venue: The Hamar Centre, RSH




Working in partnership with Shrewsbury and Telford Hospital NHS Trust








Agenda Item No. 2








� Fiona Daley


  GMCN Facilitator


  New Cross Hospital


  The Chestnuts			E.mail:   � HYPERLINK "mailto:Fiona.daley@rwh-tr.nhs.uk" ��Fiona.daley@rwh-tr.nhs.uk�


  Wolverhampton			Office:   01902 694423


  WV10 0QP 			Mobile:  07770 585433
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