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Minutes of the meeting held on 13th May 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in the Hamar Centre, RSH

Present:      Jean Goodall


Alison Trumper


        Alan Morrison


Joe Griffiths


        Sian Halliwell 


Eileen Lewis


        Ruth Felton


Ann Woolland




        Annette Clarke


Annie Curran

        Charles Whetton


Anthea Whetton

        Douglas Mee


Helen Swindlehurst

        Philippa Jones 


Wendy Davies

        Wendy Thompson (Treasurer)

Secretary:
Cherryl Rowlands

Chair:

Jean Goodall

1.07  
Apologies:  


Tim Cooper


Ernie Heath

           
Pat Reade


Robin Jukes-Hughes

2.07  
Minutes of last AGM Meeting

These were agreed as a correct record.

3.07 
Matters Arising


There were no matters arising from the minutes

4.07 
Discussion on Involvement with the Partnership


The involvement of this Forum with the Partnership was discussed.  The Chair started by 


updating members on how Walsall Forum has chosen to step down from the Partnership.

            An independent group would need to be set up to represent Shropshire and Mid Wales patient and carer views relating to Cancer Services if we are no longer involved with the Partnership.  There has been a lot of activity up to now due to NHS re-organisation over the past year. This should settle down with quarterly partnership meetings.  If no representatives were to attend then the views from the Forum could not be expressed, contributing to issues raised at the Partnership Group. 

            It was asked if there was any legal standing on this and would this effect finance.  The Forum would be affected financially as Macmillan would not fund us as an individual group if not part of the Partnership and we would be unable to apply to the Partnership for the float of £500.00.  The Forum would need to keep their doors open.  There are 6 Forum groups representing the Greater West Midlands Cancer Network who will take it in turn to attend Board Meetings in Stafford.  Alison Trumper and Tim Cooper contribute to the Partnership.  

            The Forum would still be maintaining services at the hospital and it was thought that it was better to know what is going on first hand.  The Partnership would have more funding available.


The terms of reference state that the representative who attends the Partnership meeting must be the Chair or Vice Chair.

            The Partnership are organizing a Conference in Stafford for service users and carers on 19th June - copy to be sent with minutes.


The Forum members were asked to vote if they wished the Forum to join the Partnership.  The result was an overwhelming yes. 

5.07 Chairs Report

Jean read out her report as Chair of the Forum for the last year.  Copy to be sent with minutes.  

The Forum gave a big vote of thanks to Jean for her hard work on behalf of the Forum over the past three years.

6.07 
Financial Report


Two budget reports were handed out and discussed. Copy to be sent with minutes.  

           The Forum agreed the cost for a secretary, for time spent at the meeting and time spent during Hamar Centre hours.  Wendy to look at the cost of travel expenses, 20p per mile seems low in comparison to other groups.  £100 was spent on Palliative Care boxes.  The Forum is in deficit this year, the balance has been brought forward from last year.  We have a deposit account for a higher interest level.  January to Dec there was just over £7,000 from previous grants and donations.  It was suggested that the Forum change their ‘end of financial year’ to match with everyone else at the end of March instead of the end of December.


In the coming year predicted projects are:

· Memorial bench in radiotherapy garden with a plaque to commemorate Glynne and Gerry who were two founder members of the Forum

· To pay for paintings in new build

· To pay for the Conference / workshop to be organized by the Forum in the autumn

It was suggested that the Forum look for grants from elsewhere.  LIT has ‘put by’ £2,000 for the Forum each year.  Other groups have similar spending to our Forum but they spend more on travel expenses.

Secretary – Jean to check to see if Fiona will be taking over secretarial work now the Forum has voted to stay in Partnership.  

The Forum thanked Wendy and the Accountant Richard for the work on the accounts.

7.07 Election of Officers – Chair, 2x Vice Chair, Treasurer, Secretary

Members asked could the duties be split?  With a Chair and two vice chairs they could share the meetings and duties.

Eileen volunteered to be a Vice Chair and would attend the Head & Neck site specific meetings and LIT.

Responsibilities of the Chair includes dealing with incoming mail, attending meetings, projects such as looking at the Radiotherapy build, Peer Review, give out notices, gather information and pass it on via the Partnership Group.

It was decided after much discussion that three people were interested but did not want the full responsibility of being Chair.  It was decided that the Forum would have three Co-Chairs.

Annie Curran – nominated by Ruth and seconded by Douglas

Eileen Lewis – nominated by Jean and seconded by Anthea

Ann Woolland – nominated by Eileen and seconded by Wendy

Jean said she would still like to attend some meetings and will accompany Eileen to the LIT meetings.

It was thought Annie and Anne will attend meetings.  Eileen felt we needed to be more assertive and sometimes say “no” more often. The Forum has been overwhelmed with requests for input to various developments and this has led to excessive demands on a few people ( mainly Jean! )

Alison said CNS meetings will be starting again soon and would like a patient representative to attend – talk to Alison directly if interested.

The suggestion was put forward that members could have training to help them manage the group.  It was also suggested that there should be a list of people who would be willing to chair the meeting at short notice.  The new Co-Chairs will meet with Jean for handover of role and make contact with Fiona Daley to clarify her role.

Secretary – It will probably be Fiona Daley from the Partnership taking the minutes in future so no vote taken at this meeting.

Treasurer – Someone will still need to be available locally to sign checks.  Wendy no longer works on Tuesdays so will be unable to attend a lot of the meetings, she is prepared to stay on until someone else can be found to take over.  To be discussed at the next meeting.

8.07 
A.O.B

· The current format of the meetings, which are split into two parts was discussed. Concerns were expressed that fewer people had attended since this new format had been established. It was decided to keep it the same for the time being but review in a few months time.

· Helen Swindlehurst would like to attend a meeting to discuss Palliative Care.

· Macmillan Cancer Relief is now Macmillan Support
 as they will be diversifying into other areas such as palliative care and the money will be spread wider too.

· Tim Cooper is now Service Delivery manager for Oncology and Haematology.  Alison Trumper is now Nurse Manager and Lead Cancer Nurse.

· There is a conference for breast cancer on the 27th June at the Q.E hospital

· The User Involvement Conference is on the 19th June at Stafford University

· Date of National Conference for Self Help Groups to be forwarded to members.

· Peer Review teams for certain sites will at the hospital on 8th and 9th October 2007.
The Forum said a very big thank you to Jean for all the work she has done during her time as Chair of the Forum for the last three years.
9.07 Nibbles and time to socialise 

The meeting finished and everyone enjoyed the food which was provided and has time to socialise.

10.07 
Date of Next Meeting 


Tuesday 12th June 2007 at the Hamar Centre  

*Any attachments not included with the minutes when stated to be included, may not have been received at the office and will be sent at a later date*

Distribution list:

If you are on the postal mailing list and do have an e-mail address we could use then please let me know.  It saves on time and paper!  If you have any attachments to be sent out with minutes, I would be extremely grateful if they could be in electronic format (for same reasons mentioned above).

Thank you.

Cherryl
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	Pal Virdee, Asian Link Worker
	

	Pam Smith (User)
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	Pat Jones, Breast Care Sister
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	Patricia Langdon
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