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Minutes of the meeting held on 10th October 2006 at 7.00 p.m. in the Hamar Centre, RSH

Present:
Jean Goodall (Chair)


Ruth Felton



Joe Griffiths



Annette Clarke



Anne Woolland


Alan Morrison



Eileen Lewis



Helen Swindlehurst



Helen Martin



Margaret Van Daesdonk



Ernie Heath



Alison Trumper



Tony Bradfield


Betty Bradfield



Janet Critchlow


Lorraine Warrender



Roger John





Apologies:
Julie Thomas



Pat Reade





Annie Curran



Robin Jukes-Hughes

Jenny Richardson


Tim Cooper

Amanda Dell



Wendy Thompson

Stephanie Birmingham




Secretary:
Cherryl Rowlands

Chair:

Jean Goodall

1.06  
Minutes of the last meeting 

The next meeting is in November not September.

The minutes of the last meeting were then approved as a correct record.

2.06 Matters Arising

Macmillan – are raising their awareness.  CNS’s would give information on local services.  Some people felt that the logo for Macmillan advertises what is wrong with people.  PALS have drawn up a list of services including e.g. benefits.  It was asked if patients have a list of other services such as childcare.  Forum members have drawn up a checklist but it is in draft format at the moment, Anne agreed to help with this.  Copy to be attached with minutes.  Discussion took place as to when and who decides to give the information, it was generally felt that the CNS’s should give the information although patients could slip through the net.  The system needs to be fool proof to get information to people.  It was suggested that CNS’s should ring patients later on to go over the information.  

Away Day - the CNS’s are having an away day on the 9th November 2006 at Welti Sports Centre.  Forum members can attend in the afternoon.  The morning is looking at the needs of people with learning difficulties, Wendy and Marilyn will be talking about seeing signs of not coping.  The afternoon will look at issues of patients.  Annette and Eileen were interested in this.  

Poster - has been designed displaying information about benefits, Hamar Centre, Website and going to GP’s and key contacts.

Reconfiguration – Gynaecology surgery is staying at Shrewsbury with Dr Oates and Dr Redfern, the team will be strengthened by a Consultant from Stoke, patients will then be given a choice of hospital site.  Urology is staying but may be transferred to Telford.  There is the possibility that Paediatrics may move to Shrewsbury.  Upper GI is moving to Stoke after Christmas.  Head and Neck is staying in Shrewsbury.  The Forum helped a great deal in the writing of letters of support for the services and were thanked for that.

Time – discussion took place about time spent with Consultants and the onus on the patient to ask before information is given.  It was pointed out that the whole person needs to be cared for and survival rates reflect that.  Patients have given feedback about the Hamar Centre.

Telford PCT – has advanced directives for radiographers.

Art – It was suggested that one meeting is devoted to art and painting.

Walford College – Tim has written to Mr Pugh but has not yet received a reply.

Janet – is still here job wise, although the future is still uncertain.  She has a new job description of co-ordinator/facilitator.  Jean has spoken to Margaret Jones, Chair of North Staffs requesting Janet’s role is to continue.  Chairs report was read out, copies of letter and timescale to be sent in minutes.  Janet’s role has made a huge difference.

Network – A Board meeting including user representatives is being held in Telford on the 3rd November 2006.  Jean will be on holiday and Roger J volunteered to take her place.

Eileen – talked about talked about World Mental Health Day and handed out information about Carers Contact.  Eileen also talked about starting a carers support group at the Hamar Centre, she felt that the focus should be on what is happening here.

Network – representatives from the Forum are needed to attend the Network meetings.

Constitution – the point was raised that the constitution may not be valid any longer, and that the group should be where it is and where it wants to be and should be.  Issues should be prioritised and have time to talk about what the groups wants.  Forum members to come to the next meeting with a list of what they want the Forum to be involved with in future.  Trish, new chair of the Network wants to come to the next meeting.

Process mapping – a good start was made with this, it has helped to keep services here in Shropshire and gave important feedback.  The Forum could meet in small groups within the meeting and then feed back to the main group.  It was pointed out that sometimes there are too few people attending to do that, as they will not give a broad enough view.  Process mapping needs to be completed.

Anne – had 4 leaflets about the Venus Appeal which Anne thought was excellent

Ruth – attended a Network site-specific meeting.  They are holding a meeting about chairing and abbreviations on the 1st November 2006.  A copy of Janet’s list of abbreviations to be sent with the minutes.

Book – Roger VC’s book is being released in December 2006.

Site Specific – group for Head & Neck meet on the 10th November 2006.

NNSG’s – sheets of information saying who attends what meeting and an outline of the group.  Eileen has the information.  Only one is available for each group.

3.06      Finance

There is a User partnership meeting on the 19th October 2006.  Macmillan have sent a cheque but it is the wrong one.  Discussion took place about the proposed plans to hold money centrally.  Most of the Network Forums feel it should be held separately.  Subject to be discussed further.

4.06      Any Other Business

Joan Jackson, Network Director is now Deputy Director of the new Network.

Breakthrough Breast Cancer is holding a training/lobbying event in London on the 23/24th October.  It was pointed out that this is half term and parents of young children will be unable to attend.

Radio Shropshire are holding a breast cancer awareness month.  Ladies are to put £1 in each cup of a bra and men are to put £1 in a pair of underpants.  They can be taken to charity chops where they will then be hung from the Column in Shrewsbury.

Benefits – information has recently been in the papers about the DDA.  Also news of a woman who was sacked for having breast cancer.

5.06 
Date of next meetings: 

All meetings are held in the Hamar Centre from 7.00 – 9.00 p.m.

12th December 2006 

Distribution list:

If you are on the postal mailing list and do have an e-mail address we could use then please let me know.  It saves on time and paper!  If you have any attachments to be sent out with minutes, I would be extremely grateful if they could be in electronic format (for same reasons mentioned above).

Thank you.

Cherryl
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