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Minutes of the meeting held on 8th August 2006 at 7.00 p.m. in the Hamar Centre, RSH

Present:
Jean Goodall (Chair)


Marion Adams

Pat Reade



Tim Cooper



Joe Griffiths



Annette Clarke



Anne Woolland


Alan Morrison



Eileen Lewis



Helen Swindlehurst



Helen Martin



Margaret Van Daesdonk



Wendy Thompson


Robin Jukes-Hughes



Ernie Heath

Apologies:
Janet Critchlow


Philippa Jones





Annie Curran



Roger John

Alison Trumper


Jenny Richardson

Amanda Dell



Lorraine Warrender

Pam Smith



Stephanie Birmingham

Mandy Wilson 


Ruth Felton

Secretary:
Cherryl Rowlands

Chair:

Jean Goodall

1.06  
Minutes of the last meeting 

Both Alan and Pat sent their apologies for the last meeting.

P.4 should read communication not commutation, also should read losing.

The minutes of the last meeting were approved as a correct record.

2.06 Matters Arising

Prostate Cancer Support Group – Ernie introduced himself and explained about the support group which has been set up following two public meetings.  They meet in the Methodist Church in Wellington.  Jean welcomed him to the group and explained about some of the projects the Forum is involved with e.g. décor in the Radiotherapy Department.

Buddies Scheme – Marion from Clinical Trials department explained how the patients are able to talk to other patients who have also been on Trials.

Living Wills – Jean has contacted a firm of Solicitors, along with a barrister who would be prepared to come and talk to a CNS’s away day on the 9th November 2006.  From 1.30 p.m. Forum members are invited to join the away day.  Telford PCT has already drawn up a draft document  - Annette to forward to Cherryl.  Power of attorney – the signature needs to be of someone who is not a relative and is over 18 years old.  The PCT have an advanced directive, which will be clarified.  Clinical Governance is available on the internet and a leaflet is available.  The difference between a living will and power of attorney was discussed.

Palliative Care boxes – is a pilot scheme where special boxes contain pain relieving drugs in the patients home.  Not all GP practices are involved.  A recent programme on breakfast TV discussed this scheme where one GP said he would give morphine at home and another one said he wouldn’t, due to the Shipman case.

3.06      Finance

The books are in a healthy position.

Jean put forward ideas of how some of the money could be spent.  

a) Jean suggested that when the new Radiotherapy bunker was built that there will be a section of garden which the Forum, subject to costings, could make a contribution towards the planting of the area and a permanent memorial in memory of Glynne Hughes who recently passed away.  Approaches can be made to horticultural colleges about layout and designs.  A seating area would be a possibility, it could also promote the Forum.  Copy of plans to be sent with minutes.  Some plans were distributed at the meeting and the garden layout was discussed – suggestions were made such as wheelchair access and security as it is near the A& E department, screening with a hedge for privacy.  It was also suggested that the Forum had an amount in mind before they plan anything.

b) Sound system in the waiting area or a music system in the patient area of the new build.  It can be in the reception or where people are having treatment, people can donate their own CD’s and quite a few people bring in their own music.  

Forum members are to let Jean know what they think and what their preferences would be at the next meeting.

No money has been received from the Macmillan Grant yet.

4.06      Any Other Business

New build – Margaret had brought colour boards with her to the meeting and she described and explained the layout and the colour schemes.  The main theme is blue.  The new treatment machine is going to be blue.  Furnishings must be washable, lighting is important.  Lots of discussion took place about the shades and tones which have been suggested and it was thought that Wedgewood Blue may be more suitable, other thoughts were, buttermilk, turquoise, greens and yellows.  Margaret to talk to colour consultants.  It was also suggested that computer generated images could be used to have a series of options.  Margaret to e-mail options to Jean. 

Website link – The Cancer Forum is linked to the Greater Midlands Network.

Merger – Staff are transferring to other hospitals/departments and many of them may have to apply for their own jobs.

Network partnership – letter has been received inviting Users to attend site specific group meetings.  All of these group meetings need to be covered by users attending.  Tim attends most of the meetings and kindly offered lifts to any patients going.  Jean to send Cherryl list of meetings.

Pat Roberts – is Chair of the old single Network which is now combined, she is also user representative to Boards.

Interim checklist – Jean read out a checklist with pointers where CNS’s can direct people to.  Copy to be sent in minutes. 

Genetics – Jean has received an e-mail from Tricia Lowe.  There is an Improving Outcomes for young people (16-25 year olds) at Heathrow if anyone is interested in attending.  Alison is going, Ruth thought she would be interested in going as might be someone from Haematology and Jackie Hyne.

Poster – by Roger J re: inviting more people to attend the Forum can be displayed in Clinic waiting rooms.

Poster – Cancer Research Network.  A meeting is being held in the Shropshire Education Conference Centre at RSH, from12.00 – 4.30 p.m.  It is for all who are involved in cancer care of any kind. – Contact Marion in Clinical Trials if interested.

Cancer Network Board – The new Network includes Stoke, Shropshire and Wolverhampton and will be improving outcomes.  A map of the new Network was distributed at the meeting – copy to be included with minutes.  Proposed plans for services are:

Urology – will be a three Centre service

Gynaecology – will be a two centre service between Stoke and Wolverhampton, they will be working with the Network.  There are no user representatives at these meetings.

Head & Neck- there is to be an external review but could be Stoke and Wolverhampton.  Telford could be another option.  

Forum members expressed concerns about the distances patients will have to travel also that current outcomes should be taken into account.  The physical cost and care involved and opinions should be taken into account before moving it from Shrewsbury.  Concern was also expressed about the infrastructure which would need to be in place, e.g. ambulance transport as buses and trains would not necessarily arrive on time for appointments and travel times/distances would be very long, especially from Mid Wales.  Members felt that one Team operating in several places would be a better option.  It was pointed out that in Wales, maternity services have been transferred to Carmarthen, Mid Wales will be a ‘no go area’.  Llanidloes is also at risk.

Views of the Forum are to be sought about reconfiguration.  The Department of Health Website has details of published white papers – one is called ‘Bringing Care closer to home’.  Results are needed by the Department of Health by October 2006.

Forum members asked how they can help – it was suggested that:

a) When the Network seeks views, that as many people give constructive reasons and concerns

b) Representatives attend the clinical site specific group meetings

c) The Forum provides a statement constructively saying what their needs, demands and expectations are.

A separate flyer about the issues of reconfiguration could be sent out with the minutes.  Tim offered to go out to the Laryngectomee group to talk to them.

Glynne’s funeral – a lot of people attended the funeral, donations were made to Leukaemia Care and Prescott Surgery Equipment Fund.

5.06 
Date of next meetings: 

All meetings are held in the Hamar Centre from 7.00 – 9.00 p.m.

12th September 2006

10th October 2006 

14th November 2006 

12th December 2006 

Distribution list:

If you are on the postal mailing list and do have an e-mail address we could use then please let me know.  It saves on time and paper!  If you have any attachments to be sent out with minutes, I would be extremely grateful if they could be in electronic format (for same reasons mentioned above).

Thank you.

Cherryl
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