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Notes of the meeting held on Tuesday 11th May 2010 at The Hamar Centre, Royal Shrewsbury Hospital
Present:


Anne Woolland, Chair, Alan Morrison, Ray Dowling, Charles & Anthea Whetton, Gill Hughes, Richard Davies, Alison Trumper, Andrew Davies, Robin Juke-Hughes, Margaret Harris, Hannah Roy and Ann Lake

 



Opening Remarks:

Anne chaired the meeting on behalf of Sian and opened by welcoming all those present. Introductions were made.    

1. Apologies: Sian Hallewell, Hazel Pixley, Geoff Searson, Sadie Meehan, Steve Smith,  David Whiting, John Gear, Marilyn Owens, Steve Smith, Robin Gough, Jackie Hyne.
2.
Cancer Nurse Specialist – an opportunity for questions and 
answers, Angie Bailey, Upper GI CNS 

Angie gave her apologies.


3.
Previous notes of meetings 

Page 2(g) Not all breast surgeons are qualified “to carry out sentinel 
lymph node biopsy.” Page 2,(g) “regardless of which surgeon is 
operating” . The minutes were approved.
4.
Matters Arising

a) Meeting times – Anne reported that the car parking permits will not be granted as day time spaces are available for staff only.  It was agreed to carry on with afternoon meetings and to review.
b) Head & Neck Surgery - A letter is to be sent to the Trust from this Forum. Alison reported that Damien Murphy, Medical Director of the GMCN is writing to Mike Richards (National Cancer Tsar) to see whether some cancer surgery could be retained here.  There is a strategy group which is at exec level looking at cancer services and what services they would like retained.  'It was agreed that members should write to Mike Richards expressing their concern about the loss of cancer surgery from RSH. Ray will take the Forums views to the Welsh Community Health Council.
c) Lympheodema – The group discussed a way for lympheodema patients to have a card or wristband with them to highlight to professionals not to take blood from their lympheodema arm. Alison reported that as mentioned in a previous forum meeting, there is now  a possibility of having a lympheodema service at the Trust as well as the Hospice. She also reported that to date, the professionals feel there are no issues around this.  
d) Benches – Alan will contact the member’s families to let them know that the benches have been delivered.
Action Alan
e) Hamar Centre – 'A detailed letter from the CE of SaTH responding to Eileen's criticisms was tabled. It was agreed that this matter has been dealt with internally and should not be further considered by the Forum.  Anne reported that the services at The Hamar are not at risk.  Hannah (Patient & Public Engagement Manager) reported that they have started doing engagement events. They invited all current patients/carers to The Hamar and talked about what they are currently providing and what would they like. These services are being radically expanded and more become flexible. They now have the funding for a Therapist.  Hannah will be attending this group in the future asking for the forum’s ideas and opinions.
Andrew introduced himself as the Network Early Detection Manager for the Network.  He asked if the group would like him to come to the next meeting to share some results of his work. He needs the group’s expertise in raising early awareness through the GP’s.  It was agreed for Andrew to attend the next meeting.
5.
Aims for 2010 

Ann circulated a draft welcome pack which has been compiled by Sian.  
Sian has asked for feedback from the group at the next meeting.
Action ALL

The group agreed to the following items being put on their Aims for 2010: 
1. Cancer related fatigue bookmarks.   It was agreed for the Forum to look at devising bookmarks advising on cancer related fatigue (Ann will bring W’ton PACT bookmarks to the next meeting) Richard suggested we look at creating a lapel badge.
Action Ann 
2. Lympheodema Cards – a card for patients to carry was discussed earlier in the meeting. Andrew suggested looking at the Lympheodema services nationally. Andrew agreed to look into this.
Action Andrew
3. Discharge Information – it was agreed for the group to look into this.
The group agreed that Hannah could update the group on psychology services.
6.
Feedback 


 

There was no feedback.
7.
Treasurer’s report

Alan confirmed that the figures stand the same. £766.88, £10,381.26. 

8.
Any other business
Alison reported that there is a Cancer Service Improvement Facilitator post within the Network coming up. Alison also informed the group that there is a National Cancer Patient survey which the Trust will be entering into. 
A discussion took place around Ann’s role and it was suggested that Alison look for a minute taker and to look at utilising the funds from the Forum.
Ann informed the group of two training days at Albrighton:-

1. Communication Training 14th June 2010

2. Cancer Voices Training 22nd June 2010-05-12

Please let Ann know if you are interested in attending.

9.
Date of next meeting
Tuesday 8th June 2010, Princess Royal Hospital, Telford, at 7pm – 9pm
Actions
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