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Issues which may be of future relevance to the patient group

· There have been problems with sMDT videoconferencing with the dial-up from UHNS and Shrewsbury & Telford. This might invalidate the existence of the sMDT.  

·   MDT trials reports from MDTs are still not all in. Do better this year?
· Questions were asked about progress in patient information.

· Future of the NSSG;  Unclear but it will continue until March 2012.

Issues of general interest to the patient group

·   Peer Review self-assessment and formal internal validation will take place in 2011/12 up to September 2012.
·    Work plan is satisfactory.
·      Research and clinical trials;  There needs to be a greater urgency in reporting back on the trials being done. This must be done by a report back to the July NSSG meeting because September is the cut off date .
·     There was discussion of the effectiveness of the sMDT and whether it is good use of expensive resources to onsider so many patients at the sMDT.  Perhaps it could be satisfactory if an initial review could take place at the local MDT about whether the patient needs to be discussed at the sMDT.  A survey of 86 patients was made ( mainly prostate and bladder ) Only ¼ of these was sMDT discussion thought to be of any value.  However, in 10% of radiology cases there was a change between MDT and sMDT.  Although generally we could predict those that might change the prediction was not 100% and it was felt that anything less than 100% was unacceptable.  There should be discussion about whether the sMDT adds extra value over the local MDT. 
·      Clinical trials; UHNS has a fellow. Could he be used for the network?
· Patient options: There was discussion on the way this happens.

Issues of concern

· None
