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Issues of general interest to the patient group

Chris Hinton was elected as new chair.  Chris is asking for nominations for vice chair to support him in his role.
Breast Guidelines – cardiac monitoring- to go to oncologists for comments / agreement.
Discharge information given to patients  Worcester are using Breast Cancer Care Moving Forward resource pack.  Dudley have a new book(not yet seen by the group) which is going to their ethics committee before printing.  SATH’s booklet is at printers.  All others are produced and in use.

Service improvement sub group
This was originally a sub group to work on the reconstruction DVD & physical exercise project.  This has now become a Service Improvement sub group and membership of the group has been widened.
· progress on reconstruction DVD.- discussion took place on making a web site as well as a DVD.  WWW.x-plain.net was shown as an example. www.nucleusinc.com was shown as somewhere where the graphics could be purchased from.  Discussion took place on costs and suitability of format.  NHS choices / breast cancer care and Macmillan were to be approached to see if they wanted to do a joint project.
· Physical exercise project – some query on the outcomes of this project.

· Surveillance mammography timing audit – the questionnaire was distributed, it was agreed to go out to all trusts again and ask for 50 – 100 patients to be given the questionnaire.

· Baseline assessment audit – to be re done, with complete and accurate data

· Breakthrough breast cancer pledge. http://breakthrough.org.uk/our work/our campaigns/service pledge  Sath are taking part and expect to be able to feed back their experience at the next meeting.  All Trusts are encouraged to take part as most of the work is done by Breakthrough Breast Cancer and leads to patient and professional led service improvements.

Work Plan Patient Information Agreed to seek the information relating to patient drains, Audit agreed to audit How long from surgery to Chemotherapy.  Agreed that length of stay would not be audited until the data from 11/12 is in as data earlier than this would not reflect any changes in practice.
Clincial Trials the list was agreed, results and actions on trials must be returned to the group for the October meeting.
Issues of concern

CNS’s being asked to work on general wards – Damian Murphy is to raise this at the board.  Those trusts represented at the meeting advised that they were resisting pressure from the Trusts to use a CNS inappropriately.

Digital Mammography  South Stafforshire have not purchased any digital kit therefore there can be no age extension in breast screening services. Dudley & Wolverhampton - have purchased the digital equipment but the communication system required to support this (PACS) isn't set up fully to support breast screening. Shropshire - have some digital equipment in place but haven't fully converted all their units to digital.
